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CONFIDENTIAL NAIROBI 9546 

E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PORG, ELAB, ILO, KE 

SUB J : KENYAN COMMENT ON POSSIBLE US WITHDRAWAL FROM ILO 

REF: STATE 168851 

1 . EMBOFF TOOK OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED BY CONVERSATION WITH 
MINISTRY OF LABOR PERM SEC OTIENO ON UNRELATED MATTER TO 
EXPRESS APPRECIATION FOR KENYAN GOVERNMENT ILO DELEGATE 
SUPPORT ON SOME POSITIONS FAVORED BY US AT JUNE ILO CONFERENCE. 
OTIENO'S RESPONSE WAS THAT GOK FELT VERY DEEPLY ABOUT SOME OF 
THOSE ISSUES AND FELT IT NECESSARY TO ADOPT AN "INDEPENDENT" 

(IE.E., FROM GROUP OF 77 MAJORITY) POSITION WITH RESPECT TO 
THEM. 

2. OTIENO EXPRESSED INTEREST IN USG DELIBERATIONS OF POSSIBLE 
US WITHDRAWAL FROM THE ILO. HE SAID GOK VIEWED IT AS MORE 
IMPERATIVE THAN EVER THAT THE US REMAIN IN THE ORGANIZATION. 

HE ADDED THAT THE PROMISING THRUST OF THE NEW ADMINISTRATION 
IN THE AREA OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL PROGRESS WOULD BE 
BLUNTED IF THE US WERE TO WITHDRAW FROM AN ORGANIZATION (ILO) 
WHOSE UNDERLYING PURPOSE WAS TO FURTHER AT LEAST ONE DIMENSION 
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OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND SOCIAL PROGRESS. 
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